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Oversight Board Member Information 
 
Members at a Glance 
As outlined in the Charter, the Oversight Board’s governing document, “the Board will be composed of a 
diverse set of Members whose names will be public. They will exercise neutral, independent judgment and 
render decisions impartially. For the Board to serve its purpose effectively, Members must possess and 
exhibit a broad range of knowledge, competencies, diversity and expertise.” 
 
To fulfill this requirement, the Oversight Board is composed of a remarkable group of Members who are 
professionally diverse, representing a range of accomplishments, experiences and backgrounds. They have 
significant expertise in digital rights, religious freedom, conflicts between rights, content moderation, digital 
copyright, internet censorship, platform transparency and civil rights. They include a leading civil rights and 
social justice advocate, a prolific Facebook user (with millions of followers) and an international law scholar, 
as well as a former judge of the European Court of Human Rights, editor-in-chief of a major global 
newspaper, and head of state. Two members have between them argued 24 cases before the United States 
Supreme Court. 
 
The Oversight Board’s Members have lived in over 27 countries, and speak at least 29 languages. At least 70% 
of the Members have lived in more than one country, and at least 90% speak more than one language.  
 
All Members are committed to free expression, and reflect a wide range of perspectives on how to understand 
the principle and its limits. Some have expressed concerns with the dangers of imposing restrictions on 
speech, and allow for only very narrow exceptions. Others make comparatively greater accommodations to a 
range of competing values, including safety and privacy.  
 
As set out in the Oversight Board’s Charter, Members have committed to “protect free expression by making 
principled, independent decisions about important pieces of content and by issuing policy advisory opinions 
on Facebook's content policies,” and to build the Oversight Board into a body that will bring a new form of 
accountability and oversight to some of the most challenging content decisions of our time. 
 
Member Descriptions 
The Members reflect a broad geographic breakdown across the regions defined in the Oversight Board’s 
Bylaws: Asia Pacific and Oceania, Central and South Asia, Europe, Latin America and the Caribbean, Middle 
East and North Africa, Sub-Saharan Africa, and the United States and Canada. 
 
Between them, they speak all 10 of the world’s most spoken languages, and 16 of the top 20, including 
Afrikaans, Arabic, Bahasa Indonesian, Bengali, Danish, English, Ewondo, Fang, French, German, Hebrew, 
Hindi, Hungarian, Italian, Kannada, Kiswahili, Mandarin Chinese, Norwegian, Portuguese, Punjabi, Russian, 
Sesotho, Sindhi, Spanish, Swedish, Tamil, Telugu, Twi, and Urdu. 
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The Members include:  
 
× Afia Asantewaa Asare-Kyei - A human rights advocate who works on women’s rights, media freedom, 

and access to information issues across Africa at the Open Society Initiative for West Africa 
× Evelyn Aswad - A University of Oklahoma College of Law professor who formerly served as a senior U.S. 

State Department lawyer and specializes in the application of international human rights standards to 
content moderation issues 

× Endy Bayuni - A journalist who twice served as the editor-in-chief of the Jakarta Post, and helps direct a 
journalists’ association which promotes excellence in the coverage of religion and spirituality 

× Catalina Botero-Marino, Co-Chair - A former Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression of the Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights of the Organization of American States who now serves as Dean 
of the Universidad de los Andes Faculty of Law 

× Katherine Chen - A communications scholar at the National Chengchi University who studies social 
media, mobile news, and privacy, and was a former national communications regulator in Taiwan 

× Nighat Dad - A digital rights advocate who offers digital security training to women in Pakistan and 
across South Asia to help them protect themselves against online harassment, campaigns against 
government restrictions on dissent, and received the Human Rights Tulip Award 

× Jamal Greene, Co-Chair- A Columbia Law professor whose scholarship focuses on constitutional rights 
adjudication and the structure of legal and constitutional argument 

× Pamela Karlan - A Stanford Law professor and United States Supreme Court advocate who has 
represented clients in voting rights, LGBTQ+ rights, and First Amendment cases, and serves as a member 
of the Board of the American Constitution Society 

× Tawakkol Karman - A Nobel Peace Prize laureate who used her voice to promote non-violent change in 
Yemen during the Arab Spring, and was named as one of “History's Most Rebellious Women” by Time 

× Maina Kiai - A director of Human Rights Watch’s Global Alliances and Partnerships Program and a former 
UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights to Freedom of Peaceful Assembly and of Association who has 
decades of experience advocating for human rights in Kenya 

× Sudhir Krishnaswamy - A vice chancellor of the National Law School of India University who co-founded 
an advocacy organization that works to advance constitutional values for everyone, including LGBTQ+ 
and transgender persons, in India 

× Ronaldo Lemos - A technology, intellectual property and media lawyer who co-created a national 
Internet rights law in Brazil, co-founded a nonprofit focused on technology and policy issues, and 
teaches law at the Universidade do Estado do Rio de Janeiro 

× Michael McConnell, Co-Chair - A former U.S. federal circuit judge who is now a constitutional law 
professor at Stanford Law, a preeminent expert on religious freedom, and a U.S. Supreme Court 
advocate who has represented clients in a wide range of First Amendment cases involving freedom of 
speech, religion and association 

× Julie Owono - A digital rights and anti-censorship advocate who leads Internet Sans Frontières and 
campaigns against Internet censorship in Africa and around the world 

× Emi Palmor - A former director general of the Israeli Ministry of Justice who led initiatives to address 
racial discrimination, advance access to justice via digital services and platforms, and promote diversity 
in the public sector 

× Alan Rusbridger - A former editor-in-chief of The Guardian who transformed the newspaper into a global 
institution and oversaw its Pulitzer Prize-winning coverage of the Edward Snowden disclosures 
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× András Sajó - A former judge and vice president of the European Court of Human Rights who is an expert 
in free speech and comparative constitutionalism 

× John Samples - A public intellectual who writes extensively on social media and speech regulation, 
advocates against restrictions on online expression, and helps lead a libertarian think tank 

× Nicolas Suzor - A Queensland University of Technology Law School professor who focuses on the 
governance of social networks and the regulation of automated systems, and has published a book on 
internet governance 

× Helle Thorning-Schmidt, Co-Chair - A former Prime Minister of Denmark who repeatedly took stands for 
free expression while in office and then served as CEO of Save the Children  
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Oversight Board Member Biographies 
 

Afia Asantewaa Asare-Kyei 
Ghana, Senegal and South Africa 

 
Program Manager at the Open Society Initiative for West Africa, where she 
focuses on human rights, women’s rights, criminal justice, access to information 
and media freedom issues, and previously worked at Save the Children and the 
U.S. Agency for International Development. 

 

Biography  
Afia Asantewaa Asare-Kyei is a human rights lawyer and development professional with extensive experience 
in strategy development, program design, grant management, research and stakeholder engagement in 
Southern, Western and Central Africa. Of Ghanaian and South African citizenship, she has a varied 
background in supporting and developing transformational social programs and advocacy strategies through 
the provision of technical advice and input into policy and programming of civil society organizations on 
issues like access to information, freedom of expression, human rights and substantive justice, especially as 
they relate to the inclusion, equality of opportunity and empowerment of vulnerable and under-represented 
groups such as women, children, persons with disabilities and LGBTIQs. Asare-Kyei has also worked for a 
number of international development and philanthropic organizations in different capacities in Africa. She is 
passionate about Africa, its development and has a working knowledge of African regional mechanisms and 
institutions. She is a graduate of the Centre for Human Rights, Faculty of Law, University of Pretoria, South 
Africa. Her research interests include women, children and disability rights, critical race feminism and 
socioeconomic rights of the poor. 
 
In Their Own Words 
“The very act of creating this Board shows Facebook has taken the criticism leveled against it seriously and I 
hope my membership can help address some of these criticisms. I am particularly focused on the Board’s role in 
improving transparency and accountability, and creating an appeals process where people can bring their 
content issues. I feel strongly that the Board needs to be truly representative, not just in terms of geography, but 
age, subject matter and breadth of issues covered as well.” - Afia Asantewaa Asare-Kyei 
 
Relevant Experience and Insight 
× Asare-Kyei has a long career focused on human rights, currently as the lead of Open Society Institute 

West Africa’s Equality, Justice and Human Rights Program. Before this, she worked at Save the Children 
and the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. 

× She has supported the Ghanaian, Liberian and Sierra Leonean Right to Information laws, designed to 
hold the governments accountable by providing procedures for citizens to request information from 
government agencies and other public institutions. 

× She is an advocate for women’s rights, saying, “West African women are the key to releasing the region’s 
productive potential,”i and, “Equality of access and opportunity for women is a sine qua non for real 
sustainable development.”ii 
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× She has shown support for many marginalized groups, including the LGBTQ+ community, and those 
living with disabilities and albinism. 
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Evelyn Aswad 
United States of America 
 
Professor and Director of the Center for International Business and Human Rights 
at the University of Oklahoma College of Law, where she specializes in the 
application of international human rights standards to content moderation 
issues, and a former Director of the U.S. State Department Legal Adviser’s Office of 
Human Rights & Refugees. 

 

Biography 
Evelyn Aswad is a Professor of Law and the Herman G. Kaiser Chair in International Law at the University of 
Oklahoma College of Law. She is also the Director of its Center for International Business & Human Rights. Her 
scholarship is focused on expression online. From 1999 to 2013, she served as a career attorney in the U.S. 
Department of State’s Legal Bureau, most recently as the Director of the Office of Human Rights and 
Refugees. During her time at the State Department, she advised on various issues including freedom of 
expression online, the assessment of foreign and domestic laws and practices with regard to international 
human rights standards, issues of mass atrocities, global corporate responsibility standards, and U.S. 
engagement on human rights at the United Nations, the Organization of American States, and the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe. She also earned several superior honor awards for her 
bilateral and multilateral diplomacy. Previously, Professor Aswad served as a law clerk to the Hon. Arthur J. 
Gajarsa at the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit and worked as a corporate lawyer at Arnold & 
Porter in Washington, D.C. She received her JD, magna cum laude, from the Georgetown University Law 
Center and her B.S.F.S., summa cum laude, from Georgetown University’s School of Foreign Service. 
 
In Their Own Words 
“I joined the Oversight Board because I’m very concerned about the increasing power of the private sector over 
human discourse and what that means for freedom of expression and other human rights. I believe that power 
needs to be constrained and brought into line with international human rights standards, and I’ve done a lot of 
writing on this topic. On the Board, I want to bring different voices to light, hold Facebook and Instagram to 
account on free expression and other human rights, and give users a more principled and transparent way to 
have concerns addressed.” - Evelyn Aswad  
 
Relevant Experience and Insight 
× Aswad worked as a career attorney at the U.S. State Department, serving under the Clinton, W. Bush and 

Obama administrations. Her work at the State Department included almost nine years in the Human 
Rights & Refugees office. Now, she serves on the State Department’s Advisory Committee on 
International Law. 

× Aswad is a champion of international human rights, including free speech. Her scholarship focuses on 
the corporate responsibility of social media companies to respect human rights, with a focus on 
freedom of expression issues. 

× Aswad has argued that a decision to remove content from a social media platform should be a decision 
of last resort. Aswad uses international human rights law as a compass for determining what speech 
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warrants protection, and she proposes a “range of actions” that social media companies should 
consider before removing content that is otherwise protected under international human rights law.iii 

× Aswad received the World Experiences Foundation’s 2017 Global Citizen in Law and Politics Award,iv the 
University of Oklahoma’s David L. Boren Award for Outstanding Global Engagement,v and was named as 
one of 50 Making a Difference by the Journal Record.vi 

 



 
 

  

oversightboard.com              Contact for Press Inquiries: press@osbadmin.com 8 

Endy Bayuni 
Indonesia 
 
Senior Editor and Board Member at the Jakarta Post, which he twice led as Editor-
in-Chief, the Executive Director of the International Association of Religion 
Journalists, and a member of the board of the Partnership for Governance Reform 
Indonesia and of the Institute for Policy Analysis of Conflict. 

 
Biography  
Endy Bayuni is Senior Editor and Board Member at The Jakarta Post, and writes on national politics, 
international relations, political Islam and the media landscape. He has been a journalist for 37 years, 
including stints at Reuters and Agence France-Presse as their Indonesian correspondent early in his career. 
He is the executive director of the International Association of Religion Journalists (IARJ) which he helped 
found in 2012 and the recipient of several journalism fellowships, including the Nieman Fellowship at Harvard 
University in 2003/2004 and the Jefferson Fellowship at Hawaii University in 1999. Bayuni serves on the board 
of several nongovernmental organizations, including the Partnership for Governance Reform Indonesia, the 
Nature Conservancy Indonesia, and on the Institute for Policy Analysis of Conflict. He received his bachelor 
degree in economics from Kingston University in Surrey, UK. 
 
In Their Own Words 
“I’m a Facebook user, and while I see the benefits of the platform, I also see big issues related to content. As a 
journalist, I’m very concerned with freedom of expression and human rights: on the one hand, we have to protect 
freedom of speech, but we cannot let free speech lead to harassment or even violence. I hope that as part of the 
Oversight Board I can help to address this balance.” - Endy Bayuni  
 

Relevant Experience and Insight 
× Bayuni has called free speech “an inseparable part of democratic elections.”vii 
× He has said that democracy is “about guaranteeing freedoms, including … the right to free 

expression.”viii 
× Bayuni is also a champion of freedom of religion, saying that “no one should be persecuted because of 

his or her belief.”ix 
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Catalina Botero-Marino, Co-Chair 
Colombia 
 
Dean of the Universidad de los Andes Faculty of Law, and has served as Special 
Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression at the Organization of American States, as 
an alternate judge of the Colombian Constitutional Court, and as a Board 
Member of Article 19. 

 
Biography  
Catalina Botero-Marino is a lawyer and dean of the Law School at Universidad de Los Andes, Colombia. From 
2008 to 2014, she was the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression for the Inter-American Commission 
on Human Rights at the Organization of American States. She is an associate professor at the American 
University Washington College of Law’s Academy on Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law. She 
is also part of the group of experts of Columbia University's Global Freedom of Expression and Information 
Project, a member of the Scientific Committee of the Iuris Dictio Journal’s from the Universidad San 
Francisco de Quito, as well as a member of the Editorial Advisory Board of the International Journal of 
Constitutional Law of ICON-S. As of February 2020, Botero-Marino was a co-judge for the Colombian 
Constitutional Court and the Colombian Supreme Administrative Court. She was a member of the Center for 
Constitutional Studies of Mexico’s Supreme Court of Justice, the Board of Directors of ARTICLE 19, the Center 
for Reproductive Rights, and Fundación para la Libertad de Prensa (FLIP), among others.  
 
In Their Own Words 
“Information is one of the most important sources of power in society, but in some parts of the world, 
governments are trying to control the dissemination of information, undermining the democratic potential of 
the internet. Being part of a Board who will regulate this issue is something I couldn’t turn down. As Members, 
we’re uniquely placed to help answer this question because we’re working independently, not for Facebook.” - 
Catalina Botero-Marino 
 
Relevant Experience and Insight 
× Served as Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression for the Organization of American States from 

2008-2014. 
× Serves as trustee for Article 19, a human rights organization focused on protecting freedom of 

expression, and member of Inter-American Democratic Charter of the think tank the Carter Center.  
× Botero has expressed expansive views on freedom of expression, arguing that speech should rarely be 

censored by the government, or even by online platforms. Botero’s views arise from the belief that 
freedom of speech and of the press are necessary to avoid authoritarianism; in short, she believes that 
freedom of expression is “one of the conditions enabling a genuine democracy.”x Botero believes that 
governments may find online platforms easier to control than the speakers themselves, and thus argues 
that state regulation of online platforms poses an acute threat to freedom of expression. 

× Catalina has actively defended multiple journalists threatened by various governments or attacked by 
organized crime. Her work has been essential to implementing protective systems for journalists, 
repealing criminal defamation rules, issuing access to information laws and adopting measures to 
protect freedom of expression online in many Latin American countries. 
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× Botero believes that content should only be removed when removal is “the only measure available for 
achieving an imperative end and is strictly tailored to achieve it.” 
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Katherine Chen 
Taiwan 
 
Professor of Communication at National Chengchi University who studies social 
media, mobile news, and privacy, and was a Commissioner of the National 
Communications Commission of Taiwan. 
 

 
Biography  
Katherine Chen holds a Ph.D. from The University of Texas at Austin and is a Professor of Communication at 
National Chengchi University (NCCU), Taiwan. She is a former commissioner of the National Communications 
Commission of Taiwan, and has served as both the Associate Dean of the College of Communication and as 
Vice Chair of Chinese Communication Society. She also was in a Review Committee in Taiwan’s Ministry of 
Science and Technology, advised the Ministry of Science and Technology, and served as an external reviewer 
for the Research Grants Council in Hong Kong. Chen has also been a member of the Editorial Advisory Board 
of Asian Journal of Communication, and on the Editorial Board of the Journal of Communication Research 
and Practices. Professor Chen has received a number of research awards from the Ministry of Science and 
Technology and National Chengchi University. Her academic research has been published in journals such as 
Telecommunications Policy, Comunicar, Journalism Studies, New Media & Society, Public Relations Review, 
and the Chinese Journal of Communication. Her research interests include media content and its effects, 
social media in elections, as well as mobile communication and privacy. 
 
In Their Own Words 
“I joined the Oversight Board because I want to bring an Asian perspective. I hope the Board is able to improve 
the fairness of content decisions, protect freedom of expression and make the platform a safer place for users. 
Having worked as a regulator at the National Communications Commission, I bring experience in making fair, 
impartial, objective and detailed judgements, and I hope to bring this experience to the Board.” - Katherine 
Chen 
 
Relevant Experience and Insight 
× Chen has spent the majority of her career in academia after receiving multiple advanced degrees in 

journalism. Chen has studied and written extensively about traditional media and advertising, the 
impact of media on politics, as well as issues surrounding social media and telecommunications 
technology. In addition to her work as a professor at National Chengchi University, Chen is editor of the 
Journal of Communication Research and Practice and on the evaluation committee of the Taiwan 
Ministry of Science and Technology. 

× Chen served as a commissioner of the NCC, a commission that regulates broadcasting and 
telecommunications services from an “objective, neutral and professional standpoint.”xi Chen was 
nominated by the Executive Yuan and elected to a four-year term by the Legislative Yuan.xii Although the 
NCC does not appear to have formal regulatory authority over social media companies, it interacts with 
social media companies, and Chen conducted multiple official visits to Facebook offices during her 
tenure as an NCC Commissioner.xiii 
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× Chen has researched, published and commented on various social media content issues such as fake 
news, online violence, political content, data protection and net neutrality. Generally, Chen encourages 
social media users to work to improve their digital media literacy, including understanding their digital 
footprint and the personal information they provide to platforms, which she says is the “most effective 
way to deal with various phenomena on the Internet.”xiv Chen has studied social media and the political 
process and has found a linkage between social media use and increased political participation.xv 
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Nighat Dad 
Pakistan 
 
Founder and Executive Director of the Digital Rights Foundation, a nonprofit 
organization focused on cyber harassment, data protection and free speech 
online in Pakistan and South Asia, and has served on the Advisory Boards of the 
Dangerous Speech Project and Datactive, and as adviser on Amnesty 
International’s Technology and Human Rights Council. 

 

Biography  
Nighat Dad is a Pakistani lawyer and a founder of Digital Rights Foundation, a nonprofit organization focused 
on cyber harassment, data protection and free speech online in Pakistan and South Asia. As a feminist, 
women’s rights activist and pioneer of online civil liberties in Pakistan, Dad has raised awareness of Pakistani 
patriarchy and illuminated her own experience as a woman engaged in digital rights activism. Her 
accomplishments include being named a Next Generation Leader by Time Magazine in 2015, the Dutch 
Human Rights Tulip Award in 2016, a TED Global Fellowship in 2017, and nomination as a Young Global 
Leader by World Economic Forum in 2018. Most recently, she was listed among 2019’s 21 Young Leaders from 
Asia by Asia Society. 
 
In Their Own Words 
“I want to make sure the Oversight Board is inclusive, and that the voices of the Global South are heard as loudly 
and clearly as the voices of the Global North. I believe the Board can be a tool for change and I want to be at the 
table where these decisions are made.” - Nighat Dad 
 

Relevant Experience and Insight 
× Dad is internationally known for her digital rights activism on behalf of women. She was named as one 

of Time magazine’s “Next Generation Leaders” for her work helping young Pakistani women tackle 
issues related to online harassment.xvi She has also been awarded the Human Rights Tulip, a human 
rights prize awarded by the Netherlands, for her work removing obstacles to internet access.xvii  

× Dad was awarded the Atlantic Council’s Freedom Award, in recognition of her efforts to ensure “a safer 
and more accessible Pakistan for women.”xviii  

× Dad is a vocal supporter of online free speech, and serves as the Director of the Tor Project, which 
advocates against online surveillance and censorship.xix 

× Dad is also a vice president of Forum of Information and Democracy 
× She is a leader in fighting for online safety, noting that “nearly half of reported cyber crimes are 

connected to the harassment of women on social media.”xx 
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Jamal Greene, Co-Chair 
United States of America 
 
Professor at Columbia Law School who studies constitutional rights adjudication 
and the structure of legal and constitutional argument, and recently served as a 
Senior Visiting Scholar at the Knight First Amendment Institute. 
 

 
Biography 
Jamal Greene is the Dwight Professor of Law at Columbia Law School, where he has taught courses on 
constitutional law, comparative constitutional law, the law of the political process, the First Amendment, and 
American federal courts. His scholarship focuses on constitutional rights adjudication as well as the structure 
of legal and constitutional argument. Professor Greene is the author of numerous articles and book chapters 
and a frequent media commentator on constitutional law and the Supreme Court. He has been a visiting 
professor at Harvard Law School and a visiting scholar at the Knight First Amendment Institute. Prior to 
joining Columbia's faculty, Professor Greene served as a law clerk to the Hon. Guido Calabresi on the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit and for the Hon. John Paul Stevens on the U.S. Supreme Court. 
 
In Their Own Words 
“I joined the Board because of the global importance of Facebook. This is a critical moment for addressing key 
questions related to the regulation, governance and oversight of social media and online content, and decisions 
taken now will have longer-term consequences. How Facebook thinks about and approaches content can be a 
model for other private companies that are also public-facing. I want to be part of something bigger than 
myself, and be part of the solution to a vexing global challenge.” - Jamal Greene 
 
Relevant Experience and Insight 
× Greene was, until recently, a Visiting Scholar with the Knight First Amendment Institute, which aims “to 

promote a system of free expression that is open and inclusive, that broadens and elevates public 
discourse, and that fosters creativity, accountability, and effective self government.” In that capacity, he 
edited the “Free Speech Futures” essay series, which asked contributors to explore new approaches to 
First Amendment doctrine and online content moderation. 

× “Professor Greene is an original and brilliant scholar of constitutionalism and constitutional law” - 
Jameel Jaffer, Knight Institute Executive Director 

× Greene has shown support for regulating hate speech: “I’m actually quite sympathetic to the notion that 
under some circumstances [the government] should be permitted to regulate hate speech I think but . . . 
it depends on the level of harm” and “the certainty of harm.”xxi 

× Greene has published work in elite legal journals, and has been cited by courts and scholars across the 
ideological spectrum. He has published numerous book chapters and has appeared as a media 
commentator on Constitutional Law on MSNBC and NPR.  

× Greene has served as an adviser to both the American Constitution Society and the Federalist Society.  
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Pamela Karlan 
United States of America 
 
Professor and Co-Director of the Supreme Court Litigation Clinic at Stanford Law 
School, a U.S. Supreme Court advocate who has represented clients in voting 
rights, civil rights, and First Amendment cases, and a member of the Board of the 
American Constitution Society. 

 
Biography 
Pamela Susan Karlan is the Kenneth and Harle Montgomery Professor of Public Interest Law at Stanford Law 
School, and the Co-Director of the school’s Supreme Court Litigation Clinic. One of the leading experts on 
voting and the political process in the United States, Professor Karlan has served as commissioner on the 
California Fair Political Practices Commission, assistant counsel and cooperating attorney for the NAACP 
Legal Defense Fund, and Deputy Assistant Attorney General in the Civil Rights Division of the U.S. Department 
of Justice. She received the Attorney General’s Award for Exceptional Service – the Department of Justice’s 
highest award for employee performance – as part of the team responsible for implementing the Supreme 
Court’s decision in United States v. Windsor. She is the co-author of leading casebooks on constitutional law, 
constitutional litigation and the law of democracy, as well as numerous scholarly articles. Before joining the 
Stanford Law School faculty in 1998, she was a professor of law at the University of Virginia School of Law and 
served as a law clerk to Justice Harry A. Blackmun of the U.S. Supreme Court and Judge Abraham D. Sofaer of 
the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York. Karlan is a member of the American Academy of 
Arts and Sciences, the American Academy of Appellate Lawyers and the American Law Institute. 
 
In Their Own Words 
 “I think of the Oversight Board as another form of public service because of the ubiquitous role that Facebook 
plays in people's ability to communicate with one another. It’s important that not only do people have access to 
Facebook but that they have confidence that Facebook is a platform that’s responsive to their concerns. My 
hope is that this Board will ensure consistency and fair application of the standards.” - Pam Karlan 
 
Relevant Experience and Insight  
× Karlan is an expert in the areas of voting rights, election law, and the law of democracy. She has argued 

nine cases before the Supreme Court. Karlan most recently argued before the Supreme Court in October 
2019, advocating that Title VII of the Civil Rights Act prohibits discrimination based on sexual orientation. 

× Karlan also has been particularly active in the area of LGBTQ+ rights. She represented Edie Windsor in 
Windsor’s successful challenge to the federal Defense of Marriage Act.xxii Karlan also co-authored amicus 
briefs in Romer v. Evans, challenging a Colorado constitutional amendment preventing protected status 
based upon sexual orientation; Lawrence v. Texas, urging the Court to overrule a Texas anti-sodomy law; 
and Obergefell v. Hodges, advocating in favor of a constitutional right to same-sex marriage. 
Additionally, Justice Blackmun credited Karlan as being the driving force behind his dissent in Bowers v. 
Hardwick, where he criticized the Court’s 1986 decision upholding a law that criminalized same-sex 
intimacy.xxiii 

× Karlan has been praised as a “brilliant, scrupulously careful scholar” who is “honest and candid” and 
“has a deep commitment to fairness and the rule of law.” While working as a Deputy Assistant Attorney 
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General, Karlan was awarded the Attorney General’s Award for Exceptional Service, “the highest award 
employees there can earn.”xxiv 

× While Karlan has been described as a “star of the liberal legal world,”xxv her scholarship and legal work 
have also received praise from conservative scholars. For example, in endorsing Karlan as a potential 
Supreme Court nominee, the late conservative Harvard professor Bill Stuntz said that Karlan would be 
“marvelous in that job” and that “Karlan may be the best voting rights litigator in the country.” In 
addition, conservative scholar Josh Blackman has said, “I really like and respect Pam Karlan. I don’t 
agree with her, but she has one of the strongest Progressive voices I’ve heard.”xxvi 

× Karlan is a co-author of a First Amendment law school casebook. She also co-hosts a podcast called 
Stanford Legal, which has featured episodes discussing issues related to speech and the Oversight 
Board.xxvii She tells her students that while “it will be clear” to them what she thinks about a particular 
topic, she “welcome[s] hearing other points of view” and “respect[s] hearing them.”xxviii She also has 
voiced her agreement with the view that schools should not seek to block controversial speakers from 
coming to campus but should, instead, allow the speech while expressing why the school does not 
agree with the speaker. 
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Tawakkol Karman 
Yemen 
 
Nobel Peace Prize laureate who led non-violent change in Yemen during the Arab 
Spring, co-founded the nonprofit Women Journalists Without Chains to promote 
freedom of expression and democratic rights, and was named one of Time’s Most 
Rebellious Women in History. 

 
Biography  
Tawakkol Karman is a journalist, civil rights activist and Nobel laureate. The first Arab woman to win a Nobel 
prize, she has been recognized for her work building a culture of non-violence in the Middle East and once 
called “The Mother of the Revolution.” As a journalist and activist in Yemen working under severe restrictions, 
she organized events and wrote on issues related to governance and injustice, corruption, extremism, 
terrorism, women’s rights, girls’ rights, early marriage, malnutrition, illiteracy, poverty and religious reforms. 
In 2005, Karman co-founded Women Journalists Without Chains, in order to promote freedom of expression 
and democratic rights. During the Arab Spring, despite attempts on her life, Karman led peaceful protests in 
Yemen’s Capital Sana’a, which ended with the resignation of then-President Ali Saleh. In recognition of her 
non-violent struggle for democracy and advocacy for women’s rights in Yemen, Karman was awarded the 
2011 Nobel Peace Prize. She was listed among Foreign Policy Magazine’s Top 100 Global Thinkers and one of 
CNN’s most powerful women in the Arab world. TIME Magazine described her as a ‘Torchbearer of the Arab 
Spring’ and named her both one of the 100 most influential women defining the last century and one of the 
Most Rebellious Women in History. Karman continues to advocate against dictatorships, extremism and 
terrorism and takes an active role working to restore peace and political process in Yemen.  
 

In Their Own Words 
“Governments' monopoly over media and information is no longer possible thanks to social media platforms 
such as Facebook. Facebook is a platform that protects people's expression right and fulfills their need for social 
communication. Authoritarian governments wish to stop it to prevent their citizens from having their own voices. 
I am joining the Oversight Board to help protect and empower people’s voices and defend expression rights.” - 
Tawakkol Karman 
 
Relevant Experience and Insight 
× Karman was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2011 for her “non-violent struggle for the safety of women 

and for women’s rights to full participation in peace-building work.” At the time, Karman was the first 
Arab woman and, at the age of 32, the youngest person ever to win the award.xxix 

× Karman has been recognized as the “mother” and leader of the Yemeni revolutionary movement, was 
named by Time magazine as one of history’s most rebellious women, and has been dubbed “the Iron 
Woman” and “the Lady of the Arab Spring.” She was praised for playing, “in the most trying 
circumstances, both before and during the Arab Spring . . . a leading part in the struggle for women’s 
rights and for democracy and peace in Yemen.”xxx 

× Karman has consistently advocated for freedom of expression. She believes “freedom of expression is a 
fundamental right” and has “pledge[d] to respect freedom of expression and strive for the enjoyment of 
it for all, and to never violate it under any circumstance, whatever the consequences.”xxxi 
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× Karman “support[s] absolute freedom of expression” and “see[s] it as an inalienable right for every 
citizen across the world.”xxxii 

× Karman also has stated: “Our struggle for freedom of expression will not be worthy of respect unless we 
accept all kinds and types of constructive and non-constructive criticism, positive and not positive, with 
an open mind and an open heart.”xxxiii 
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Maina Kiai 
Kenya 
 
Director of Human Rights Watch’s Global Alliances and Partnerships Program, a 
former UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights to Freedom of Peaceful Assembly 
and of Association, and the former head of the Kenya National Commission on 
Human Rights and the Kenya Human Rights Commission. 

 
Biography  
Maina Kiai is the Director of the Global Alliances and Partnerships at Human Rights Watch. Previously, he was 
the United Nations Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Assembly and Association and a founding co-director 
at InformAction, a Kenyan human rights NGO that advanced human rights through documentary film and 
community-based debate and mobilizing. He also served as the founding executive chair of the Kenya 
National Commission on Human Rights, an independent state body, and as the founding executive director 
of the Kenya Human Rights Commission, Kenya’s leading human rights NGO. Throughout his career, Kiai has 
served in leadership roles in prominent national and international human rights organizations, received 
many fellowships and published widely. He has been a columnist with Nation Media Group and the Standard 
Group. He is the recipient of the George Kirkland Human Rights Award from AFL-CIO, the Freedom Award 
from Freedom House, the Leo Navas Award from UN Foundation of USA and the Public Servant Award from 
the Gay and Lesbians Coalition of Kenya, among other honors. 
 
In Their Own Words 
“We have been talking for a long time about creating some kind of independent governance structure for 
making big companies more accountable on some of the most important decisions they make. State regulation 
is important, and I think we need to make progress there too, but I think the Board is an exciting experiment and 
I’m excited to be part of it.” - Maina Kiai 
 
Relevant Experience and Insight 
× Founded the Kenya Human Rights Commission in 1992, and has held posts at Amnesty International, 

the International Human Rights Law Group, and the International Council on Human Rights Policy.  
× He also previously chaired the Kenya National Commission on Human Rights and served as the first UN 

Special Rapporteur on the Right to Freedom of Peaceful Assembly and the Right of Association.  
× As UN Special Rapporteur, Kiai produced a substantial body of work analyzing freedom of expression in 

a number of countries. For example, Kiai conducted a seventeen-day tour of the U.S. in 2016 to examine 
the rights of freedom of assembly and association.xxxiv 

× Kiai has emphasized the importance of social media in the context of free speech and assembly rights, 
noting: “Social media is increasingly used by people to mobilize and organize peaceful protests, 
especially in the context of elections.”xxxv Consistent with this view, Kiai has expressed concern about 
state suppression of social media; for example, in 2014 he tweeted concerns about lack of access to 
Twitter and YouTube before elections in Turkey.xxxvi 
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Sudhir Krishnaswamy 
India 
 
Vice Chancellor of the National Law School of India University, and Co-Founder 
of the Center for Law and Policy Research which works to advance constitutional 
values for everyone, including LGBTQ+ and transgender persons in India, 
through research, advocacy and impact litigation.  
 

Biography  
Dr. Sudhir Krishnaswamy is Vice Chancellor and Professor of Law at the National Law School of India 
University and the Secretary and Treasurer of the Consortium of National Law Universities of India. 
Previously, he was the Director of the School of Policy and Governance and Professor of Law and Politics at 
Azim Premji University, as well as the Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Visiting Professor of Indian Constitutional Law at 
Columbia Law School. He graduated with a BA LLB from the National Law School of India University and, as a 
Rhodes Scholar, read for a Bachelors of Civil Law and a Doctor of Philosophy (Law) from the University of 
Oxford.  
 
Dr. Krishnaswamy was a part of the founding team of the Alternative Law Forum which has evolved radical 
forms of alternative lawyering rooted in marginalized groups. He is a co-founder of the Centre for Law and 
Policy Research, which aims to redefine the concept and practice of public interest lawyering in India and 
ensure that the Constitution works for everyone. His academic research and writing investigates key 
questions in constitutional and administrative law, property law and development with a special focus on 
Indian legal system reform. He is the author of “Democracy and Constitutionalism in India,” and Co-editor of 
“The Hollow Hope.” 
 
In Their Own Words 
“Content moderation and content control has been a problem in most jurisdictions around the world, India 
being one of the most affected. Currently content is controlled either by private companies or the government. 
Creating this new mechanism for platform governance to oversee a private company is a radical reform; if this 
mechanism works, it provides us with a new institutional model for handling content moderation in the future. 
This is as important to the future of democracy as it is to the market.” - Sudhir Krishnaswamy 
 

Relevant Experience and Insight 
× A former Rhodes Scholar, Krishnaswamy has taught law at universities in the United Kingdom, India, 

Australia, and at Columbia Law School in the United States. In 2019, Krishnaswamy became the 
youngest ever Vice Chancellor of NLSIU.xxxvii He has written on a wide range of topics, including Indian 
constitutional law, intellectual property law, and judicial reform.xxxviii 

× Krishnaswamy serves as the managing trustee of CLPR, the non-profit he co-founded in 2009 “in 
recognition of the need to have a legal research organization dedicated to the rule of law and defense of 
constitutional values.”xxxix CLPR’s focus areas include constitutional culture, governance reform, 
disability rights, gender and sexuality, transgender rights, discrimination, and intersectionality.xl 

× Krishnaswamy has cautioned on the importance of ensuring that regulatory frameworks governing 
content platforms are “consistent with our constitutional and political values of our democracy”xli and 
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that “excessive and dangerous discretion in the hands of regulating officers of the government” could 
“lead to violation of basic human rights and constitutionally protected fundamental rights of citizens.”xlii 
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Ronaldo Lemos 
Brazil 
 
Professor at the Universidade do Estado do Rio de Janeiro, co-founder of the 
nonprofit Institute for Technology and Society, lawyer who practices technology, 
intellectual property, and media law, co-creator of Brazil’s Internet bill of rights 
law, and has served on the boards of the Mozilla Foundation and Access Now. 
 

Biography  
Ronaldo Lemos is a lawyer specializing in technology, intellectual property, media and public policy. He is a 
partner at PNM Advogados, a leading law firm in Brazil, and has 20 years of experience in the private and 
public sectors. Dr. Lemos was a Visiting Scholar at Oxford, Princeton, the MIT Media Lab and a Visiting 
Professor at the Columbia School of International and Public Affairs (SIPA). He co-created Brazil’s Internet Bill 
of Rights Law (2014) and Brazil’s National IoT Plan (2018) and served on the Boards of the Mozilla Foundation, 
Access Now and other nonprofit organizations. Previously, Dr. Lemos was Vice President of the Social 
Communication Council in the National Congress in Brazil. Dr. Lemos writes weekly about law and 
technology for Folha de S. Paulo, one of Brazil’s most widely read newspapers.  
 
In Their Own Words 
"I am honored to be joining the Oversight Board. I accepted this role because I think the Board has been 
carefully designed as a new global institution, and it has a very important role to play to protect freedom of 
speech and a healthy internet." - Ronaldo Lemos 
 
Relevant Experience and Insight 
× He is credited as one of the creators of Brazil’s internet “bill of rights” and has been described as “the 

trailblazer of data law.”xliii 
×  Lemos is a proponent of free speech on the internet and has been described as a “freedom of speech 

campaigner.”xliv Lemos has criticized the criminalization of certain conduct occurring online, expressing 
a concern about stifling technological innovation. He proposed, instead, a civil regulatory framework 
with clear rules allowing for predictability while using the internet, a plan that ultimately led to Lemos 
helping create Brazil’s internet “bill of rights.”  

× He has advised the Brazilian government on that “bill of rights” as well as related technology issues, 
giving him a prominent role in developing Brazil’s internet and privacy regulatory framework. 

× Lemos is a director at the Institute for Technology and Society. The institute’s mission includes 
advocating for public and private technology policies and practices to protect freedom of expression, 
privacy and access to information.xlv 

× Reflecting his view that criminalization is not the answer to the recent concerns that have been raised 
relating to speech over social media, Lemos criticized a Brazilian bill that would criminalize a social 
media platform’s failure to promptly remove fake news after receiving a complaint about the content.xlvi 

× In addition, Lemos criticized the Brazilian courts for suspending access to WhatsApp, asserting that the 
orders were unconstitutional and subverted freedom of expression and user privacy. He testified about 
these free speech concerns as an expert on behalf of the Institute for Technology and Society at a 
hearing at Brazil’s Supreme Federal Court.xlvii  
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Michael McConnell, Co-Chair 
United States of America 
 
Professor and Director of the Constitutional Law Center at Stanford Law School, a 
former Judge of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit, and a U.S. 
Supreme Court advocate who has represented clients in a wide range of First 
Amendment cases involving freedom of speech, religion and association. 
 

Biography  
Michael W. McConnell is the Richard and Frances Mallery Professor and Director of the Constitutional Law 
Center at Stanford Law School, where he teaches a course on freedom of speech, press and religion, and a 
Senior Fellow at the Hoover Institution. From 2002 to 2009, he served as a Circuit Judge on the United States 
Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit. He was nominated by President George W. Bush, a Republican, and 
confirmed by a Democratic Senate by unanimous consent. McConnell has previously held chaired 
professorships at the University of Chicago and the University of Utah, and visiting professorships at Harvard 
and NYU. He has published widely in the fields of constitutional law and theory, especially church and state, 
equal protection and separation of powers. He is co-editor of three books: ‘Religion and the Law,’ ‘Christian 
Perspectives on Legal Thought,’ and ‘The Constitution of the United States.’ McConnell has argued 15 cases 
in the United States Supreme Court, and served as law clerk to Supreme Court Justice William J. Brennan, Jr. 
and D.C. Circuit Chief Judge J. Skelly Wright. He has been Assistant General Counsel of the Office of 
Management & Budget, Assistant to the Solicitor General of the Department of Justice, and a member of the 
President's Intelligence Oversight Board.  
 
In Their Own Words 
“Facebook has one of the most influential roles to play in deciding what can and can’t be said in our culture 
today. It’s important those decisions be made in a balanced way. As a former judge and scholar, I’m trained to 
see issues from a variety of perspectives and that is what I will try to bring to the Oversight Board.” - Michael 
McConnell 
 
Relevant Experience and Insight  
× In 2005, New York Times columnist David Brooks wrote: “McConnell, who is often mentioned as a 

possible Supreme Court nominee, has already influenced American life through sheer force of intellect. 
First as a professor and now as a judge, McConnell has outargued those who would wall off religion from 
public life. He’s a case study of [a] forceful advocate of ideas.”xlviii 

× In a joint letter supporting his judicial nomination signed by “more than 300 law professors, including 
highly respected liberals,” McConnell’s scholarly work was said to be “characterized by care, 
thoroughness, and fairness to opposing viewpoints . . . McConnell exhibits respect, gentleness, concern, 
rigor, integrity, a willingness to listen and to consider, and an abiding commitment to fairness and the 
rule of law.” 

× Elena Kagan’s letter supporting his nomination: she “never knew Michael to be anything other than 
thoughtful, open-minded and even-handed in his approach to legal questions. There is no part of 
Michael that is activist or extremist. He is one of the most fair and scrupulous individuals I have ever 
encountered. I do not believe he ever would bend the law to get a political result.” 



 
 

  

oversightboard.com              Contact for Press Inquiries: press@osbadmin.com 24 

× Akhil D. Amar described McConnell as “America’s preeminent scholar of religious liberty” and “soft-
spoken, modest, and generous towards others, both personally and intellectually.” 

× Cass R. Sunstein said McConnell is “one of the best legal minds,” “genuinely judicious,” and 
“extraordinarily able, one of the best constitutional scholars in the country.” Sunstein noted: “He is 
conservative, but he is not an ideologue.”  
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Julie Owono 
Cameroon and France 
 
Digital rights advocate who serves as the Executive Director of Internet Sans 
Frontières, a Fellow at the Berkman Klein Center for Internet and Society at 
Harvard, a Non-Resident Fellow at the Digital Civil Society Lab at Stanford. 
 
 

Biography  
Julie Owono is an expert in digital rights and an advocate for Business and Human Rights principles in the 
technology industry. She is Executive Director of Internet Without Borders, an organization which defends 
digital rights and access to the internet. She is also a fellow at the Berkman Klein Center for Internet and 
Society at Harvard University, a Digital Civil Society Fellow at Stanford University, a member of UNESCO's Ad 
Hoc Expert Group (AHEG) for the Recommendation on the Ethics of Artificial Intelligence and a Member of the 
Expert Committee on Digital Inclusion of the World Benchmarking Alliance. 
 
In Their Own Words 
"Preserving the free flow of information is a major issue in our contemporary societies. I come from Cameroon, I 
grew up in Russia, studied in France, I am currently in the USA, this journey has reinforced my conviction that 
without freedoms, without the right to express oneself, to receive or impart information, there can’t be true and 
profound progress. It is an honor for me to serve this cause, within the Oversight Board." - Julie Owono 
 
Relevant Experience and Insight 
× ISF’s objective “is to promote the free flow of information and knowledge, defend digital rights and 

freedoms and fight against all forms of censorship on connected networks.”xlix Owono is a proponent of 
free speech and has emphasized the importance of internet access, especially in developing countries.l,li 

× Under Owono’s leadership, ISF’s projects included campaigning against internet disruptions in Africa,lii 
ranking digital rights in Africa,liii combating hate speech and disinformation online,liv and investigating 
the authenticity of videos alleged to be deepfakes.lv 

× Owono is also currently a fellow at the Berkman Klein Center for Internet & Society, a research center at 
Harvard University that “bring[s] together the sharpest, most thoughtful people from around the globe 
to tackle the biggest challenges presented by the internet.”lvi Owono has been quoted in news outlets 
such as the Atlantic regarding issues related to internet access and social media.lvii 

× As a Berkman Klein fellow, Owono’s research focuses “on developing a solution that allows content 
platforms to moderate hate and violence in their spaces, in a manner that is respectful of freedom of 
expression, especially in environments with strong political or ethnic antagonisms.”lviii  
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Emi Palmor 
Israel 
 
Former Director General of the Israeli Ministry of Justice, where she established 
the Anti-Racism Coordinating Government Unit, advanced access to justice via 
digital services and platforms, and promoted diversity in the public sector. 
 
 

Biography  
Emi Palmor was born in Jerusalem and raised in Belgium, Norway and Argentina. She studied law at the 
Hebrew University, becoming a member of the Israeli Bar in 1991. She worked as a civil servant at the Israeli 
Ministry of Justice, initially as a prosecutor at the Supreme Court department of the State Attorney’s office, 
and then as Director of the Department of Pardons. Between 2014 and 2019 Palmor served as Director 
General of the Ministry of Justice, developing innovative employment diversity programs, advancing access 
to justice via digital services and platforms, and working towards the betterment and reduction of regulation. 
She initiated educational projects for the prevention of online assault and privacy protection for minors, and 
established the country’s Anti-Racism Coordinating Government Unit. In addition she headed national 
committees for the examination and recommendation of policies to eradicate racism towards Israelis of 
Ethiopian descent, for the reduction of purchase of sex services, and for coping with the negative 
consequences of polygamy. For her longstanding contribution to advancing equality and coexistence 
between Jewish and Arab citizens of Israel, Palmor was honored as a Champion of Shared Society by the 
Abraham Initiatives. She is currently an adjunct lecturer at the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya, lecturing on 
policy design, governance and law, as well as a strategic consultant and Chairman of the ‘Gesher’ 
Multicultural Film Fund. 
 
In Their Own Words 
“I have been a civil servant for 24 years in Israel, dedicating my life to increasing access to justice and putting the 
citizen at the center. For me, serving on the Oversight Board is an opportunity to do this for people around the 
world. I have a reputation for not being afraid of difficult issues and am dedicated to holding Facebook 
accountable by improving how content decisions are made and increasing the fairness and transparency 
around why they are made.” - Emi Palmor 
 
Relevant Experience and Insight 
× Palmor brings invaluable experience of creating and operating innovative and alternative legal solutions 

and institutions. She created and implemented a new grievance mechanism within the Ministry and 
throughout the entire government that enabled the entire public to address complaints towards all 
issues of discrimination and racism to one authority, the Anti Racism Coordination Unit, which focused 
on facilitating the process and building trust that complaints would be addressed. 

× Palmor was repeatedly appointed by the Government to head National Committees dealing with 
delicate social issues such as reduction of the purchase of sex services, coping with polygamy and 
combating human trafficking due to her track record of being able to bring different sides to the table to 
collaborate. This included ensuring the participation of underrepresented groups while designing new 
policies and governmental agendas. 
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× Although a lawyer and head of the Ministry of Justice, Palmor argued that legal measures alone cannot 
change human behavior, instead insisting on holistic solutions involving education and prevention 
programs. For example, she initiated a special educational program for young minors after a new law 
against online sexual harassment went into effect. 

× Palmor has repeatedly expressed her opinion that the biggest challenge of governments nowadays is 
gaining trust, and that trust can only be achieved through maximum transparency, diversity of policy 
makers, and collaboration with stakeholders from the civil society and the private sector.  
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Alan Rusbridger 
United Kingdom 
 
Principal of Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford, Chair of the Reuters Institute for the Study 
of Journalism, a former Editor-in-Chief of The Guardian, which he transformed 
into a global media institution, and the author of Breaking News: The Remaking 
of Journalism and Why it Matters Now. 
 

Biography  
Alan Charles Rusbridger is the Principal at Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford, Chair of the Reuters Institute for the 
Study of Journalism and former Editor-in-Chief of The Guardian newspaper in the United Kingdom, from 1995 
to 2015. In 2014 he was a recipient of the Right Livelihood Award in Stockholm – the so-called “alternative 
Nobel Prize.” The Guardian's coverage of surveillance by western intelligence agencies was recognized with 
the Pulitzer Prize for Public Service in 2014. His academic awards include recognition by universities such as 
Harvard, CUNY, Oslo, Lincoln, Coventry, Kingston and the Open University. Educated at Cambridge University, 
he has also written children's books and a screenplay. He is the author of ‘Play it Again’; and ‘Breaking News: 
The Remaking of Journalism and Why it Matters Now.’ He was a member of the Scott Trust, which owns The 
Guardian newspaper, served as a board member of the Royal National Theatre in London, and currently 
serves on the Board of the Committee to Protect Journalists. 
 
In Their Own Words 
“We are living in a world of information chaos and standing on the precipice of darkness. Societies can’t function 
unless their citizens can agree on what constitutes evidence, fact and truth. It’s perhaps taken us too long to 
realise this. The Oversight Board seems to be the first imaginative and bold step by one of the biggest players to 
find a way of reconciling the need to start imposing some kind of judgment and standards on what is published, 
while still maintaining the things that are wonderful about social media, and necessary for free speech. I’m 
impressed by the group of people that has been chosen and the processes that have been put in place.” - Alan 
Rusbridger 
 
Relevant Experience and Insight 
× “Alan was the editor responsible for publishing the Edward Snowden leak stories ...“His courageous 

publication, while staving off attempts to censor and intimidate the journalists, has led to an 
international discussion of government surveillance. We are still talking about the Guardian’s journalism 
and will likely continue to talk about it.” - Roy Gutterman, Director, Tully Center (on Rusbridger receiving 
Tully Free Speech award) 

× “It was my good luck – and the world’s – that Alan Rusbridger was the Guardian’s editor when powerful 
governments tried to prevent the paper from revealing that they had deceived and disempowered their 
citizens. Alan is a fearless defender of the public interest who has had a singular career in journalism.” - 
Edward Snowden 

× Rusbridger received multiple awards for his work at the Guardian, including the 2014 Tully Award for 
Free Speech, which “is given annually to a journalist who has shown courage in facing a free speech 
threat.”lix Rusbridger received the award for the Guardian’s work in exposing and reporting on leaked 
files from former U.S. National Security Agency contractor Edward Snowden regarding the U.S. and U.K. 
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governments’ deployment of mass surveillance techniques. Rusbridger defended the publication of 
those materials, invoking the need for a free press to inform the public of important information, despite 
immense governmental pressure not to do so.lx The Guardian also was awarded a Pulitzer Prize for 
journalism in 2014 for its reporting related to the Snowden matter.lxi 

× Rusbridger also won a special European Press Prize in 2014. The judges said: “He endured many months 
of official threats and denunciations to publish the basic facts of Edward Snowden files with cool 
precision and much eloquence in argument. In the same year he won the Hispanic world’s premier 
journalism prize, the Ortega y Gasset award. The judges acknowledged his work “in transforming the 
Guardian into a global leader in online media” and for "his fight to defend journalism and citizens' right 
to information.” 
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András Sajó  
Hungary 
 
University Professor and Founding Dean of Legal Studies at the Central European 
University, a former Judge and Vice President of the European Court of Human 
Rights, where he ruled on several cases involving free speech issues, and the 
former legal advisor to the first freely elected President of Hungary. 
 

Biography  
Andras Sajo is a former Judge and Vice President at the European Court of Human Rights, a Professor and 
Founding Dean of Legal Studies at the Central European University, and a member of the Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences. He served as legal adviser to the first freely elected President of Hungary and has 
published extensively in the area of comparative constitutional law. He also participated in drafting the 
Ukrainian, Georgian, and South African constitutions. Sajo has taught courses at ELTE Budapest, U. Chicago, 
Cardozo, NYU, Harvard, Columbia, New South Wales, and other universities.  
 
In Their Own 
“I decided to take up this role because I know how important it is. I have always been committed to freedom of 
expression and freedom of thought, but the growth of Facebook has created new opportunities and new 
challenges in this field. I am bringing years of experience in these issues to help support Facebook’s billions of 
users.” - András Sajó  
 

Relevant Experience and Insight 
× Sajó has described himself as a “free-speech advocate,”lxii and has asserted that “the protection of 

speech, irrespective of content, maximizes the number of speeches at first glance and therefore 
contributes to a diverse social discourse.”lxiii 

× While an ECHR judge from 2008 to 2017, Sajó ruled in cases presenting free speech issues, and, on more 
than one occasion, he dissented from the majority by taking a stance more in favor of free speech.lxiv For 
example, in a case regarding whether an internet news outlet could be liable for defamatory comments 
made by users in the comments section of its articles, Sajó dissented from the majority, which ruled that 
imposing civil penalties on the news outlets was justified. In his dissent, Sajó argued that placing a duty 
on the news outlets to examine and moderate content could lead to a risk of censorship, particularly 
because the reasoning behind moderation decisions may be opaque.lxv 

× Sajó has argued that “content discrimination” on the internet presents other risks, including that it may 
involve human decision-making on what content is “of value.” Indeed, Sajó has warned against allowing 
those who present themselves as “offended” to have too much influence in the debate around online 
expression. Sajó fears a “cult of sensitivity” that is given too much influence may become a “dictatorship 
of feelings.” He has stressed, however, that these concerns do not apply to genuine victims.lxvi,lxvii 
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John Samples 
United States of America 

 
Vice President and Founder of the Center for Representative Government at the 
Cato Institute who has written extensively about social media and speech 
regulation, and articulated a robust vision of online freedom of speech. 
 
 

Biography 
John Samples is a Vice President at the Cato Institute. He founded and now directs Cato’s Center for 
Representative Government, which studies freedom of speech, the First Amendment and other aspects of 
American political institutions. He is currently working on an update to his monograph, ‘Why Government 
Should not Regulate Content Moderation of Social Media.’ He is also the author of ‘The Struggle to Limit 
Government: A Modern Political History,’ and ‘The Fallacy of Campaign Finance Reform,’ as well as the co-
editor with Michael McDonald of ‘The Marketplace of Democracy.’ Prior to joining Cato, Samples served as 
Director of Georgetown University Press for eight years, and before that, as Vice President of the Twentieth 
Century Fund. He has published scholarly articles in journals including Society, History of Political Thought, 
and Telos along with numerous contributions to edited volumes and has been featured in publications like 
USA Today, the New York Times, and the Los Angeles Times. Samples received his PhD in political science 
from Rutgers University. 
 
In Their Own Words 
“Facebook’s growth has created unique and potentially problematic situations with free speech. Many of the 
important decisions about freedom of speech were being made by large tech companies in Silicon Valley. I see 
the Board as a historic, slowly unfolding institution that will have powerful effects on human liberty.  
 
I think there is tremendous potential for doing good here. What struck me most about the people on this Board is 
that they are idealistic, incredibly capable, and forward-looking. I’ve found all of these things tremendously 
encouraging. I think this board can help with a lot of the problems the world is having.” - John Samples 
 
Relevant Experience and Insight 
× Samples is a (non-lawyer) scholar of the First Amendment and a champion of limited government and 

free expression.lxviii 
× His recent work has focused on content regulation on social media platforms. While Samples 

acknowledges that the First Amendment does not limit the private governance of speech,lxix he believes 
that if internet companies “use their power to exclude in an arbitrary and political way, the nation will be 
worse off and the companies may suffer.” Instead, he believes that internet companies should choose to 
affirm a commitment to American norms about free speech.lxx 

× In line with those core beliefs, Samples recognizes that “hateful and discriminatory views are not 
acceptable in a liberal democracy,”lxxi but believes that “more speech,” including “counter- speech,” is 
often the best tool to address harmful or false speech. For instance, Samples praised Facebook’s “classic 
First Amendment style” approach to a fake video falsely claiming House Speaker Nancy Pelosi was 
drunk. Samples noted that critics of the video quickly established that the video was fake and false. 
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× Samples supports strong free speech protections for everyone within traditional limits. For instance, he 
expressed approval of Facebook’s removal of propaganda related to violence against the Rohingya in 
Myanmar.lxxii He also supported Facebook’s decision to remove fake Russian political accounts based on 
the “neutral application” of Facebook’s Community Standards.lxxiii And Samples has endorsed removing 
content that is undeniably factually incorrect when there is not time for additional speech to correct 
published misinformation—such as when “it’s widely and wrongly reported that a [political] candidate 
has dropped out of a race” if it is too close to the election for “more speech” to “handle” the issue.lxxiv 

× Samples has shown that he is willing to criticize both progressive and conservative political leaders 
when he believes that their proposals would erode free speech principles.lxxv 

× His work, particularly on campaign finance issues, on which he has written extensively, has received 
praise not only from prominent conservativeslxxvi but also progressive figures such as former Obama 
White House Counsel Bob Bauer.lxxvii 
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Nicolas Suzor 
Australia 
 
Professor at the Queensland University of Technology Law School who studies 
the governance of social networks and the regulation of automated systems, a 
former leader of several nongovernmental organizations focused on digital 
rights, and the author of Lawless: The Secret Rules That Govern Our Digital 
Lives. 

 
Biography  
Nicolas Suzor is a Professor at the Law School at Queensland University of Technology, where he helps lead 
QUT’s Digital Media Research Centre. He is also a Chief Investigator of the ARC Centre of Excellence for 
Automated Decision-Making and Society. His research examines the governance of the internet and social 
networks, the regulation of automated systems, digital copyright, and knowledge commons. He is the author 
of the 2019 book ‘Lawless: the secret rules that govern our digital lives.’ 
 
In Their Own Words 
“As a law academic, all of my work over the last dozen years has been looking at how to make social media and 
internet companies more accountable for the exercise of the vast power that they hold. The Oversight Board is a 
bold experiment to try and address these issues and one which I am excited to be involved in.” - Nic Suzor 
 
Relevant Experience and Insight 
× Suzor has advocated for what he calls “digital constitutionalism,” i.e., a system whereby private social 

media platforms are required to establish and implement clearly-published standards for content 
regulation that embody norms of human rights law.lxxviii He has argued that social media platforms need 
to “create rules that are accepted as legitimate by their users and their critics,” while balancing 
conflicting values, though he also states that such decisions can be difficult because they are “value 
judgments,” which people can legitimately disagree about.lxxix 

× Along those lines, Suzor has stressed the importance of applying international human rights law to 
private social media platforms, including freedom of speech, as well as the rights of individual privacy 
and freedom from discrimination, harassment and abuse. He has stated that by applying human rights 
laws, platforms can “articulate and justify policies designed to decrease the risk that they continue to 
reflect and amplify existing social inequality.”lxxx 

× Suzor has taken leading roles at multiple nonprofits devoted to free expression and ensuring online 
rights, including as Deputy Chair of the Digital Rights Watch, Australian Legal Lead at Creative Commons 
Australia, and Chair of Electronic Frontiers Australia.  

× Suzor has been particularly outspoken about the need for greater transparency as to how content 
decisions are made by social media platforms, including in his 2018 book, Lawless: The Secret Rules that 
Govern our Digital Lives.lxxxi To that end, he participated in drafting the Santa Clara Principles, a 
declaration by civil society groups and academics outlining basic principles for transparency in content 
moderation at a systems level.lxxxii  
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Helle Thorning-Schmidt, Co-Chair 
Denmark 
 
Former Prime Minister of Denmark, former CEO of Save the Children, a member of 
the US Council on Foreign Relations, the European Council on Foreign Relations, 
the International Crisis Group, and the Atlantic Council International Advisory 
Board, and serves as a member of various corporate boards. 
 

Biography  
Helle Thorning-Schmidt is the former Prime Minister of Denmark, a position she held from 2011 to 2015. She 
also served as leader of the opposition and party leader in the Danish Parliament and as a member of the 
European Parliament. Following her time in public office, she served as the Chief Executive of Save the 
Children, helping improve conditions and bring awareness to the plight of children in some of the most 
difficult and challenging places in the world. As part of this role, Thorning-Schmidt worked to highlight the 
humanitarian crises in Yemen and Syria, and the Rohingya refugee crisis in Myanmar. She remains engaged in 
geopolitical issues as a member of several foreign policy think tanks, including the US Council on Foreign 
Relations, the European Council for Foreign Relations, the International Crisis Group and the Atlantic Council 
International Advisory Board and Berggruen 21st Century Council. Thorning-Schmidt also serves on various 
corporate Boards in Denmark, the UK and the US, and uses her deep political and international expertise to 
advise a range of businesses and not-for-profit groups, devoting time to defending and renewing progress, 
social justice, and democracy. She holds a Master’s Degree in Political Science from the University of 
Copenhagen and a Master’s Degree in European Studies from the College of Europe in Bruges. 
 
In Their Own Words 
“One of the biggest challenges of the digital age is how to combine freedom of expression with human rights, 
and this will be our focus at the Oversight Board. This is an entirely new model for platform governance, and I’m 
proud to be part of this effort.” - Helle Thorning-Schmidt 
 
Relevant Experience and Insight 
× Thorning-Schmidt became the first female leader of the Danish Social Democratic Party in 2005.  
× During her time as Prime Minister, she steered Denmark through the aftermath and recovery from the 

2008 global financial crisis.  
× She also supported the legalization of same-sex marriage as PM, and supported the equality of rights 

between same-sex and opposite-sex couples since at least 2005.lxxxiii  
× Thorning-Schmidt has shown support for the #MeToo movement and been a strong advocate for gender 

equality.lxxxiv  
× She spoke of the importance of freedom of speech after the terrorist attack on Copenhagen’s 

Krudttonden cafe: “They want to violate our freedom of speech. . . . We have to understand what has hit 
us, but we must insist on acting as we do. Think and talk like we want to.”lxxxv 

× As CEO of Save the Children, she launched a 15-year strategic plan for lowering the number of childhood 
deaths from preventable causes, reducing violence against children, and expanding child access to 
basic education. 
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